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Cherokee School District
PO Box 460
Gaffney, SC 29342

Grades PK-12

Enroliment 8,922 Students

Superintendent Dr. William B. James 864-902-3500
Board Chair Mrs. Sandra B. Greene 864-902-3542

Fiscal Authority  District Board

outh Carolina

2005

AVERAGE |

Absolute Ratings of Districts with Students like Ours
Excellent Good Average Below Average Unsatisfactory
0 5 15 0 0

BELOW AVERAGE ]

ADEQUATE YEARLY PROGRESS NO |

This district met 28 out of 29 objectives. The objectives included performance
and participation of students in various groups.

Definition: As required by the United States Department of Education, Adequate Yearly Progress
specifies that the statewide target is met for All Students and for the following subgroups: Racial/Ethnic,
Subsidized Meals, Disability, and Limited English Proficiency.

SOUTH CAROLINA PERFORMANCE GOAL

By 2010, South Carolina’s student achievement will be ranked in the top half of the states
nationally. To achieve this goal, we must become one of the fastest improving systems in the
country.

www.myscschools.com
www.sceoc.org



Cherokee School District 1101999
PERFORMANCE TRENDS OVER 4-YEAR PERIOD

Absolute Rating Improvement Rating Adequate Yearly Progress
2002 Average Average N/A
2003 Average Average No
2004 Average Average No
2005 Average Below Average No

DEFINITIONS OF DISTRICT RATING TERMS

=Excellent - District performance substantially exceeds the standards for progress toward the 2010 SC
Performance Goal

=Good - District performance exceeds the standards for progress toward the 2010 SC Performance Goal

=Average - District performance meets the standards for progress toward the 2010 SC Performance Goal

=Below Average - District is in jeopardy of not meeting the standards for progress toward the 2010 SC
Performance Goal

=Unsatisfactory - District performance fails to meet the standards for progress toward the 2010 SC Performance
Goal

PERCENT OF STUDENT RECORDS MATCHED FOR PURPOSES OF COMPUTING IMPROVEMENT RATING

Percent of students tested in 2004-05 whose 2003-04 test scores were located. 97.3%
PALMETTO ACHIEVEMENT CHALLENGE TESTS (PACT)
English/Lanquage Arts Mathematics Science Social Studies
Our District

Districts with Students like Ours

~F m S SNCE
Wyp= By~ Oy~

Definition of Critical Terms

- Advanced Very high score; very well prepared to work at next grade level; exceeded expectations
- Proficient Well prepared to work at next grade level; met expectations
|:| Basic Met standards; minimally prepared, can go to next grade level

|:| Below Basic  Did not meet standards; must have an academic assistance plan; the local board policy
determines progress to the next grade level

HIGH SCHOOL ASSESSMENT PROGRAM (HSAP) EXAM PASSAGE RATE: SECOND YEAR STUDENTS

Our District Districts with Students like Ours
Percent 2004 2005 2006 2004 2005 2006
Passed both subtests 741 69.4 N/A 74.8 72.1 N/A
Passed 1 subtest 121 12.2 N/A 13.5 13.1 N/A
Passed no subtests 13.9 18.4 N/A 11.6 14.7 N/A
Percent of Our District Districts with
Students like Ours

Seniors eligible for LIFE Scholarships at four-year institutions* 6.0 13.4

Seniors who met the SAT/ACT requirement 6.0 13.6

Seniors who met the grade point average 52.3 52.3

*Using only the SAT/ACT and grade point average requirements

Abbreviations for Missing Data
N/A Not Applicable  N/AV Not Available  N/C Not Collected  N/R Not Reported  I/S Insufficient Sample



Cherokee School District 1101999

PACT PERFORMANCE BY GROUP

English/Language Arts

Al Students 4206 | 999 [ 325 | 424 | 224 | 27 | 251 ]

Gender

Male 2,145 99.9 38.9 41.2 18.0 19 19.9
Female 2,061 100.0 25.9 43.6 26.9 . 30.6
Racial/Ethnic Group

White 2,852 | 100.0 26.1 441 26.5 34 29.9
African American 1,183 | 100.0 459 39.7 13.3 1.1 14.4
Asian/Pacific Islander 26 | 100.0 28.0 32.0 32.0 8.0 40.0
Hispanic 137 | 100.0 56.0 31.0 10.3 2.6 12.9
American Indian/Alaskan 1 100.0 N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A
Disability Status

Not Disabled 3,798 | 100.0 29.3 441 24.0 2.7 26.7
Disabled 408 99.8 63.4 26.0 7.2 34 10.6
Migrant Status

Migrant 2 | 100.0 IS IS IS IS IS
Non-Migrant 4,204 99.9 325 424 224 2.7 25.1

English Proficiency
Limited English Proficient 140 | 100.0 57.3 30.8 12.0 0.0 12.0
Non-Limited English Proficient | 4,066 99.9 31.8 427 22.7 2.8 25.5
Socio-Economic Status

Subsidized meals 2,584 99.9 416 415 15.4 1.5 16.9
Full-pay meals 708 99.9 18.5 43.7 331 4.7 37.8
Mathematics

All Students | 4206 [ 1000 | 294 | 403 [ 190 [ 113 [ 303
Gender

Male 2,145 | 100.0 314 38.9 18.5 11.2 29.7
Female 2,061 100.0 27.0 41.7 19.6 11.3 30.9
White 2,852 | 100.0 23.6 40.3 224 13.8 36.1
African American 1,183 99.9 43.0 39.7 11.8 55 17.3
Asian/Pacific Islander 26 | 100.0 12.0 44,0 28.0 16.0 44,0
Hispanic 137 | 100.0 414 457 6.0 6.9 12.9
American Indian/Alaskan 1 100.0 N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A
Not Disabled 3,798 | 100.0 25.9 4.7 204 12.0 324
Disabled 408 | 100.0 63.5 26.7 5.3 4.5 9.8
Migrant 2 | 100.0 IS IIS IIS IS IS
Non-Migrant 4,204 | 100.0 29.5 40.3 19.0 11.2 30.3

English Proficiency
Limited English Proficient 140 | 100.0 393 47.9 9.4 34 12.8
Non-Limited English Proficient | 4,066 | 100.0 29.1 40.1 19.3 11.5 30.8
Socio-Economic Status
Subsidized meals 2,584 | 100.0 374 425 13.9 6.1 20.0
Full-pay meals 1,622 99.9 17.1 36.8 26.8 19.2 46.0

Abbreviations for Missing Data
N/A Not Applicable  N/AV Not Available  N/C Not Collected ~ N/R Not Reported  I/S Insufficient Sample



Cherokee School District 1101999

PACT PERFORMANCE BY GROUP

Science

Al Students 4206 | 999 [ 495 | 335 | 112 | 58 | 17.0 ]

Male 2,145 99.9 50.8 314 11.6 6.3 17.8
Female 2,061 99.9 48.2 35.7

Racial/Ethnic Group

White 2,852 99.8 411 37.0 141 7.8 21.9
African American 1,183 100.0 69.0 251 45 1.4 5.9
Asian/Pacific Islander 26 | 100.0 28.0 56.0 8.0 8.0 16.0
Hispanic 137 | 100.0 63.8 26.7 7.8 1.7 9.5
American Indian/Alaskan 1 100.0 N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A
Disability Status

Not Disabled 3,798 99.9 46.6 354 12.0 5.9 17.9
Disabled 408 | 100.0 76.7 14.8 3.7 4.8 8.5
Migrant Status

Migrant 2 | 100.0 IS IS IS IIS IS
Non-Migrant 4,204 99.9 49.5 335 11.2 5.8 17.0
Limited English Proficient 140 | 100.0 65.0 28.2 5.1 1.7 6.8

Non-Limited English Proficient | 4,066 99.9 49.0 33.6 114 5.9 17.3
Socio-Economic Status

Subsidized meals 2,584 99.9 60.9 28.5 7.5 31 10.6
Full-pay meals 1,622 99.9 319 412 16.9 10.0 26.9
Social Studies

All Students 14206 [ 999 | 419 | 416 [ 112 [ 53 | 166
Male 2,145 99.9 43.8 389 111 6.2 17.3
Female 2,061 99.9 39.9 44.3 11.4 4.4 15.8
Racial/Ethnic Group

White 2,852 99.9 359 43.7 13.7 6.7 204
African American 1,183 99.9 55.7 36.6 5.6 2.1 7.7
Asian/Pacific Islander 26 | 100.0 24.0 44,0 20.0 12.0 320
Hispanic 137 | 100.0 53.4 39.7 43 2.6 6.9
American Indian/Alaskan 1 100.0 N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A
Not Disabled 3,798 99.9 39.0 434 12.2 54 17.6
Disabled 408 | 100.0 68.8 24.3 2.1 4.8 6.9
Migrant 2 | 100.0 IS IS IIS IIS IS
Non-Migrant 4,204 99.9 41.9 41.6 11.3 5.3 16.6
Limited English Proficient 140 | 100.0 54.7 419 34 0.0 34
Non-Limited English Proficient | 4,066 99.9 415 41.6 11.5 55 17.0
Subsidized meals 2,584 99.9 514 394 6.8 2.3 9.2
Full-pay meals 1,622 99.9 27.2 449 18.0 10.0 28.0

Abbreviations for Missing Data
N/A Not Applicable  N/AV Not Available  N/C Not Collected ~ N/R Not Reported  I/S Insufficient Sample



Cherokee School District

PACT PERFOMANCE BY GRADE LEVEL
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English/Language Arts

1101999

3 680 99.7 215 33.0 40.2 52 455
4 710 99.9 258 425 308 09 317
5 732 99.9 30.1 49.7 19.8 04 202
6 725 99.9 418 34.1 214 27 24.1
7 711 99.9 350 489 15.1 10 16.1
-8 678 99.9 36.9 43.8 175 18 193
 E 675 1000 243 307 396 54 450
4 668 99.9 29.0 438 26.5 07 272
5 719 1000 286 499 195 21 215
6 715 99.9 472 %5 157 26 18.3
7 733 99.9 321 50.2 16.4 13 176
8 696 1000 333 45.2 189 26 215
I 3 680 99.6 203 48.6 25.2 58 31.1
4 710 99.9 214 434 205 147 353
5 732 99.9 2738 456 182 83 26.6
6 725 99.9 293 375 197 135 33.2
7 711 99.6 365 353 180 102 282
s 678 99.7 385 4.9 140 57 196
 E 675 1000 243 486 184 86 27.0
4 668 1000 259 35 273 133 407
5 719 1000 26.7 429 171 133 30.4
6 715 100.0 29.3 39.7 216 9.4 30.9
7 733 99.7 287 399 155 158 3.3
8 696 1000 415 377 15.1 56 20.8
I 3
4
5
6
7
8
—
'I 3 675 1000 42,0 40.9 145 27 17.2
4 668 1000 439 33 154 73 228
5 719 99.9 524 285 115 75 19.1
6 715 99.7 60.4 25.1 9.4 50 144
7 733 99.7 44.1 39.4 9.8 6.8 165
8 696 1000 53.9 353 7.0 38 10.8
[ ] B
4
5
6
7
—
—
| E 675 1000 286 517 137 6.0 19.7
4 668 1000 327 478 153 42 195
5 719 99.9 419 403 114 6.4 17.7
6 715 99.7 515 328 100 57 15.7
7 733 99.7 46.8 40.4 88 40 12.8
b s 696 1000 482 386 92 40 13.1

SCHOOLS IN “SCHOOL IMPROVEMENT STATUS”

These schools will be reported in a separate document.
DEFINITION OF SCHOOLS IN “SCHOOL IMPROVEMENT STATUS”
Title | schools that fail to make adequate yearly progress for two consecutive years

Abbreviations for Missing Data
N/A Not Applicable  N/AV Not Available  N/C Not Collected ~ N/R Not Reported  I/S Insufficient Sample



Cherokee School District 1101999
HSAP PERFORMANCE BY GROUP

English/Language Arts

All Students

Male 332 97.6 222 31.8 24.8 21.2 46.0
Female 373 97.9 14.3 29.1 30.0 26.6 56.6
Racial/Ethnic Group
White 477 97.5 12.1 24.7 323 30.9 63.2
African American 207 98.1 30.5 431 18.3 8.1 26.4
Asian/Pacific Islander 4 IIS IIS IIS IIS IIS IIS
Hispanic 16 | 100.0 357 357 N/A 28.6 N/A
American Indian/Alaskan 0 N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A
Disability Status
Not Disabled 631 97.9 12.1 314 304 26.1 56.5
Disabled 74 95.9 69.1 221 2.9 5.9 8.8
Migrant Status
Migrant 0 N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A
Non-Migrant 705 97.7 18.0 30.4 215 24.1 51.6
Limited English Proficient 10 | 100.0 N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A
Non-Limited English Proficient 695 97.7 17.6 30.4 21.7 24.3 52.0
Subsidized meals 345 97.4 322 34.7 20.3 12.8 33.1
Full-pay meals 359 98.1 47 26.4 34.3 34.6 68.9
Mathematics
All Students
Male 330 97.6 26.1 239 26.5 235 50.0
Female 372 97.8 22.3 28.3 271 22.3 494
White 476 97.7 17.7 226 30.3 294 59.7
African American 207 97.6 37.8 34.2 20.4 7.7 28.1
Asian/Pacific Islander 4 IIS IIS IIS IIS IIS IIS
Hispanic 14 | 100.0 429 357 N/A 214 N/A
American Indian/Alaskan 0 N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A
Not Disabled 628 97.8 18.4 21.7 29.1 24.7 53.8
Disabled 74 97.3 72.5 13.0 7.2 7.2 14.4
Migrant 0 N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A
Non-Migrant 702 97.7 24.1 26.2 275 229 49.7
Limited English Proficient 8 IS IS IIS IIS IIS IS
Non-Limited English Proficient 694 97.7 23.9 26.0 27.0 23.1 50.1
Subsidized meals 342 97.4 39.2 28.5 20.3 12.9 323
Full-pay meals 359 98.1 10.0 24.0 33.7 32.3 66.0

Abbreviations for Missing Data
N/A Not Applicable  N/AV Not Available  N/C Not Collected ~ N/R Not Reported  I/S Insufficient Sample



Cherokee School District 1101999

PERFORMANCE BY STUDENT GROUPS

Exit Exam Passage Eligibility for LIFE
Rate by Spring 2005 Scholarship*

Met Stat
ENEN EREN BN ENEE

Graduation Rate

All students 462 91.1% 447 6.0% 568  68.5%
Male 213 92.0% 211 71% 282 65.6%
Female 249 90.4% 236 5.1% 286 73.4%
Racial/Ethnic Group

White 316 94.9% 295 T714% 382 72.5%
African American 136 82.4% 143 4.2% 175 62.3%
Asian/Pacific Islander 1 IS 2 IS 2 I1S
Hispanic 9 I8} 7 I8} 9 I8}
American Indian/Alaskan N/A N/A 0 NA N/A N/A
Not disabled 443 91.9% 407 6.6% 518 73.2%
Disabilities other than speech 19 73.7% 40  0.0% 50 32.0%
Migrant Status

Migrant N/A N/A 0 NA N/A N/A
Non-migrant 460 91.1% 447 6.0% N/A N/A
Limited English proficient 5 IIS 5 IIS 10 50.0%
Non-LEP 455 91.2% 442 6.1% 558  69.9%
Subsidized meals 178 83.7% 168 1.2% 253 59.3%
Full-pay meals 283 95.8% 279 9.0% 315 77.8%

* Using only the SAT/ACT and grade point average requirements
n = number of students on which percentage is calculated

EXAM PASSAGE RATE BY SPRING 2005

Our District Districts with Students like Ours
Percent 91.1% 94.6%

Our District Districts with Students like Ours
Number of Students 568 490
Number of Diplomas 390 353
Rate 68.5% 68.3%

2004-05 COLLEGE ADMISSIONS TESTS

w

AT Verbal Math Total

District ~ 466 460 481 467 947 927
State 491 494 495 499 986 993
Nation 508 508 518 520 1026 1028

CT English Math Reading Science Total

District 182 175 18.9 181 18.9 182 18.8  18.6 18.8 182
State 188 188 191 193 19.0 196 193 193 193 194
Nation 204 204 207 207 213 213 209 209 209 209

>

Abbreviations for Missing Data
N/A Not Applicable  N/AV Not Available  N/C Not Collected ~ N/R Not Reported  I/S Insufficient Sample



Cherokee School District 1101999

Students (n= 8,922)

First graders who attended full-day kindergarten

Retention rate

Attendance rate

Students with disabilities other than speech taking PACT
(ELA) off grade level

Students with disabilities other than speech taking PACT
(Math) off grade level

Eligible for gifted and talented

On academic plans

On academic probation

With disabilities other than speech

Older than usual for grade

Out-of-school suspensions or expulsions for violent &/or
criminal offenses

Enrolled in AP/IB programs

Successful on AP/IB exams

Enrolled in adult education GED or diploma programs

Completions in adult education GED or diploma programs

Annual dropout rate

eachers (n=671)

Teachers with advanced degrees

Continuing contract teachers

Highly qualified teachers

Teachers with emergency or provisional certificates

Teachers returning from previous year
Teacher attendance rate

Average teacher salary

Vacancies for more than nine weeks
Prof. development days/teacher

Superintendent’s years at district
Student-teacher ratio in core subjects
Prime instructional time
Dollars spent per pupil*
Percent of expenditures for teacher salaries®
Opportunities in the arts
Parents attending conferences
Number of schools
Number of magnet schools
Number of charter schools
Number of alternative schools
Portable classrooms
Average age in years of school facilities
Number of schools with SACS accreditation
Average administrator salary

* Prior year audited financial data are reported.

Highly qualified teachers in low poverty schools
Highly qualified teachers in high poverty schools

Highly qualified teachers
Student attendance rate

Districts .
Like Ours

100.0%  Up from 99.6% 98.9% 98.6%
41% Up from 3.8% 5.5% 5.4%
95.5%  Up from 95.3% 96.0% 95.9%
1.2%  Down from 1.3% 4.5% 4.9%
1.1% Down from 1.2% 4.4% 4.4%
17.4% Down from 17.9% 11.2% 10.9%
N/AV  N/AV N/A N/AV
N/AV  N/AV N/A N/AV
6.9% Up from 6.8% 11.9% 11.2%
2.7% Up from 2.2% 4.9% 5.1%
0.9%  Up from 0.3% 1.1% 1.2%
7.7%  Down from 8.7% 8.1% 9.7%
N/A NA 51.2% 51.2%
457  Up from 385 155 158
108  Down from 113 45 37
4.7%  Up from 4.5% 3.0% 2.9%
53.9% Down from 54.2% 48.8% 51.4%
84.1% Down from 84.4% 83.5% 81.0%
91.6% Down from 92.1% 92.8% 92.0%
4.2% Down from 4.4% 3.8% 5.1%
92.1%  Up from 91.7% 89.7% 90.0%
94.9%  Up from 94.6% 95.0% 95.0%
$41,286  Up 1.4% $40,968 $41,286
0.1%  Down from 0.3% 0.0% 0.4%
17.9days Up from 12.4 days 15.5days  14.9days
4.0 No change 4.0 4.0
19.3to 1 Down from 20.6 to 1 20.7t01 206to01
87.9% Nochange 89.4% 89.2%
$7,640 Up7.1% $7,404 $7,434
53.9% Down from 55.6% 54.7% 54.5%
Excellent  No change Excellent Excellent
99.0%  Up from 97.5% 98.4% 97.0%
19 Upfrom 18 10 8
0 Nochange 0 0
0 Nochange 0 0
0 Nochange 0 0
1.8%  Down from 2.2% 2.8% 4.2%
22 Up from 21 27 27
19 Up from 18 10 8
$72,358  Up 2.5% $67,855 $68,699

Our District State

85.7% 89.4%

96.1% 90.1%
State Objective Met State Objective

65.0% Yes
95.3% Yes

Abbreviations for Missing Data

N/A Not Applicable  N/AV Not Available

N/C Not Collected

N/R Not Reported

IIS Insufficient Sample



Cherokee School District 1101999
SCHOOL DISTRICT GOVERNANCE

Board Membership 9 trustees elected to single-member seats

Fiscal Authority District Board
Average Number of Hours of Training Annually 20.0 per board member
Percent New Trustees Completing Orientation N/A

DISTRICT SUPERINTENDENT’S REPORT

Cherokee County School District is the second largest business in Cherokee
County. The school district employs more than 1200 educators and support
staff and has a 57 million dollar operating budget. Twelve elementary schools,
four middle schools, two high schools, a technology center, and a district
alternative program provide a world-class learning environment for more than
9,000 students. Northwest and Grassy Pond elementary schools have new
classroom additions, a new primary school has been completed in Blacksburg,
and Alma and Mary Bramlett schools have completed additions and
renovations. This is the second year that a year-round instructional program has
been implemented at Alma, Mary Bramlett, and Luther Vaughan elementary
schools.

Highly qualified employees work to provide comprehensive educational
opportunities for students, including specialized academic programs, the arts,
special services, health care and physical fitness, early learning, tutoring,
remediation and diagnostic treatment programs at all grade levels.

Cherokee County School District continues to be a state leader in instructional
technology and its applications. Currently the district has over 3,000 computers
and forty-four computer labs. A new $3.1 million dollar technology project will
provide 1,500 new computers, another distance learning system, a computer
network telephone system, and additional LCD projectors for every school.
Middle school students will use Class Performance Systems (CPS) to receive
instant assessment feedback by use of remote keypads on each desk. This will
enable teachers to make instructional decisions and provide greater individual
instruction.

Cherokee County is in the forefront of student achievement with high school
seniors receiving more than $19.5 million in college scholarships over a
three-year period.

Outstanding district achievements include:

More than seven million dollars in scholarships, 2005.

Average SAT score of 1388 by top 5% of high school graduates, 2004.

100% pass rate for Calculus and Computer Science AP exams.

More than 250 Life/Palmetto Scholarships in 2003-2004.

78% of schools meeting Adequate Yearly Progress (AYP) standards - percent
moving to Proficient category.

Eleven schools met 84.9% or 203 of 245 State Performance Objectives in
2004.

Six schools were named Red Carpet Schools in 2003-2004.

Five schools were named Palmetto Silver or Gold Award winners in 2004.

A district elementary school was named the South Carolina Exemplary Reading
School for 2004.

Six schools named Exemplary Writing Schools, one receiving a perfect score.

Learning and excelling are the norm for our students. The combined efforts of
supportive parents, excellent students, dedicated and determined educators,
and a concerned and caring community 'make the difference’ for Cherokee
County students.

Dr. William James, Superintendent
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